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SEAMEO RELC Governing Board Members

50th Anniversary cake-cutting

The 47th SEAMEO RELC Governing Board Meeting was held on 1st and 2nd October 2018. This year, we welcomed
4 new members, namely Mr Sng Chern Wei, Deputy Director-General of Education (Curriculum) of Singapore,
Governing Board Chairman, Dr Hajah Sharifah Nurul Huda binti Dato Paduka Syed Hussein Alkaff, Member for
Brunei Darrusalam, Ms Farah Mardhy Binti Aman, Member for Malaysia and Dr Poe Poe, Member for Myanmar.
The RELC Management presented the annual report, programmes and activities undertaken by the Centre in the
financial year 2017/2018, as well as the special 50th anniversary celebratory events to commemorate RELC's Golden
Jubilee. The highlight of the meeting was the unveiling of the RELC Mural Pillars, officiated by the Governing Board
Chairman, Mr Sng.
Other activities included a learning visit to the School of Science and Technology and a walk around the Esplanade
area to take in the spectacular views of Singapore's iconic skyline at night.
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A walk across the Jubilee Bridge in the Esplanade area

LAUNCH OF THE RELC MURAL PILLARS
RELC’s Golden Jubilee is an opportune time to strengthen the bonds between Southeast Asia and the rest of the
world. It is also a time to reflect on RELC’s journey; the impact of our mission on the region and the fostering of
more collaborations.

First Mural Pillar: Our Early Years

Second Mural Pillar: Looking Ahead

The RELC Mural Pillars aim to celebrate and share the story of RELC and
its continuous partnership with our stakeholders. The mural pillars were
officially unveiled on 1st October 2018 by the RELC Governing Board
Chairman, Mr Sng Chern Wei, Deputy Director-General of Education
(Curriculum) of the Singapore Ministry of Education.

Chairman unveiling the mural pillar

The first pillar depicts the conceptualisation of SEAMEO RELC, and how
the many milestones had shaped its growth and evolution into the RELC
we know and recognize today. One of the key programmes is the
development of our signature event, the annual RELC International
Conference.
The second pillar illustrates RELC’s innovations and showcases its
achievements through the years. The recurring theme on this pillar is
RELC’s vision to be the “Centre of Excellence in Language Education and
Research” within the region and beyond.

Chairman signing the mural board, witnessed by
Centre Director

The 47th Governing Board of SEAMEO RELC
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RELC JOURNAL AND NEW PORTFOLIO SERIES
In August 2018, RELC launched its Commemorative Edition of the RELC Journal. This special
edition, edited by Jack C. Richards, features contributions from prominent authors, such as Low
Ee Ling, Nicky Hockly, and Simon Borg.
All the articles in this edition will be made available online for free until 31 December 2018.

In October 2018, RELC published a new Portfolio Series.
The RELC New Portfolio Series, published and marketed by
MarketAsia, is a series of practical and techniques-oriented
resource booklets for ESL/EFL teachers. Written in an
accessible style, the series provides teachers with practical
ways of applying new ideas in their classroom teaching. In
addition, the series can be used as a basis for workshops,
in-service courses and in varied ways to suit the needs of
participants.
The first 3 books in the New Portfolio Series is currently
available for order via email at service@marketasia.com.sg.

MEMORANDUM OF COLLABORATION WITH

CAMBRIDGE ASSESSMENT ENGLISH

RELC signed a Memorandum of Collaboration with Cambridge Assessment
English on 5th July 2018. The partnership facilitated access to the suite of
Cambridge assessments, such as the Certificate in English Language Teaching
– Secondary (CELT-S). The two organisations will collaborate to offer
qualifications that aim to improve the professional skills of primary and
secondary English teachers teaching English as a foreign language, as well as
other specialist tests for individuals who intend to study medicine or to pursue
careers in healthcare in English-speaking countries. These tests include the
Cambridge Personal Styles Questionnaire, Thinking Skills Assessment and
Mathematics Skills for educational and healthcare stakeholders, as well as the
Biomedical Admissions Test and Occupational English Test for healthcare
workers.

CELT-S PROGRAM

Group photo with CELT-S scholars at the end of Phase 2 of the programme

CELT-S Training for TRAC Lecturers by Cambridge Assessment English
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TEACHER TRAINING ACTIVITIES
AN ENGLISH FOR PROFESSIONAL PURPOSES COURSE FOR
SCHOOL TEACHERS AND MOE OFFICIALS FROM LAO PDR
AT VIENTIANE, LAO PDR
SEAMEO RELC collaborated with the Ministry of Education and Sport (MOES)
of Lao PDR, to design and conduct a 5-day course, entitled “English for
Professional Purposes” at Vientiane, Lao PDR, from 25 to 29 June 2018. The
course aimed to develop the participants’ skills in three main areas: giving
effective oral presentations, participating and contributing to meetings and
writing clear, accurate and well-organised emails.
Paul Dixon and Dr Steven Tan delivered the course to 22 participants hailing
from a diverse range of institutions under the Ministry of Education and Sport,
such as the Planning Department, the Early Childhood Education Department,
the Higher Education Department, the Education Standard Quality Assurance
Department, the Lao National Commission for UNESCO and SEAMEO CED.
The participants found the course useful and enjoyable. The hosts, Ms
Chanthabouly (Deputy Director General, Department of External Relations,
MOES) and Mr Phommasy (Director, Multilateral Cooperation Division, MOES),
expressed deep appreciation to SEAMEO RELC for running the course in
Vientiane and shared hopes that such a course could be repeated in the future.

JACET INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION AT SENDAI, JAPAN
Dr Jeffrey Mok represented SEAMEO RELC to deliver a paper titled “How disrupted are our
learning outcomes today? Making a case for “new” quality learning outcomes” at the 57th
JACET International Convention. The annual convention organised by The Japan
Association of College English Teachers was held from 28 to 30 August 2018, at Tohoku
Gakuin University, Sendai, Japan. The theme of this year’s convention focused on how
quality learning outcomes in English education can be ‘assured’ at all levels.
Dr Jeffrey Mok’s paper explored how global influences, such as digitization and industrial
revolution 4.0, had disrupted the perception of educational quality and its learning outcomes
for our learners today.

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION FOR EDUCATION 4.0
WORKSHOP AT BANGKOK, THAILAND
Dr Jeffrey Mok and Dr Roby Marlina conducted a 2-day workshop
on Curriculum and Instruction for Education 4.0, from 4 to 6 June
2018 in Bangkok, Thailand.
The workshop aimed to guide 20 lecturers from diverse disciplinary
backgrounds at Srinakharinwirot University, Bangkok, to
understand the theoretical and practical aspects of creating
technology-mediated immersive learning experiences at tertiary
level.
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VISITORS AT RELC
ASSUMPTION COLLEGE SAN LORENZO, PHILIPPINES
On 18 June 2018, RELC hosted a group of 9 educators from
Assumption College San Lorenzo, Philippines, for a benchmarking visit. The group consisted of 3 high school teachers
and 5 grade school teachers, led by team leader, Ms Melissa
Gonzales. We were pleased to share with them about our
curriculum, as well as the programmes we offer at RELC.

GYEONGGIDO OFFICE OF EDUCATION
On 5 July 2018, RELC welcomed 8 delegates from the Gyeonggido Office of
Education, Republic of Korea. We shared with them about our Teacher Training
and Language Proficiency Training programmes and they had a short tour of the
RELC Library.

UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES-DILIMAN
On 4 October 2018, RELC hosted a group of 5 educators from the College of Education, University of the
Philippines-Diliman, for a bench-marking visit. We were pleased to share with the delegates about RELC’s
curricular innovations and practices in the teaching of English Language.
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STAFF ACTIVITIES
53rd NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATION

Opening address by Centre Director

Recital of the Pledge

A challenge to draw and a challenge to guess!

Pitting of wits in the game of “In Pictures We See”

SEAMEO RELC held an Observance Ceremony on 8th
August 2018, the eve of National Day, to celebrate
Singapore’s 53rd birthday. Staff attended the ceremony
donned in red and white attire. The Centre Director gave an
opening address which was followed by the singing of the
National Anthem and recital of the Pledge.

Mr & Ms National Day Singapore

After the ceremony, the Staff Welfare, Social and Recreation
Committee (SWSRC) organised fun activities, “In Pictures
We See” and “Mr & Ms National Day Singapore”, that
encouraged bonding for all involved. Staff also received the
50th anniversary gift of a thermal cooker and attractive
game prizes.

50th ANNIVERSARY STAFF GIFTS

In August, all SEAMEO RELC staff received a specially-designed T-shirt
and a thermal cooker as mementos for the Golden Jubilee year. Both
the T-shirt and thermal cooker are emblazoned with the SEAMEO RELC
50th anniversary logo. They were given in addition to the specially
designed NETS@FlashPay card that had been distributed to all staff at
the beginning of the year.
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RELC’S SERVICE IN THE COMMUNITY
As part of SEAMEO RELC’s 50th anniversary celebrations, two special projects were organised by the Staff Welfare, Social and
Recreation Committee (SWSRC) in May and November, to encourage staff to give back to our community.

AN OUTING WITH METTA HOME CLIENTS TO
UNIVERSAL STUDIOS SINGAPORE

For the first project, 19 RELC staff volunteers worked
with Metta Home for the Disabled to bring 26 clients on
a fun-filled outing to Universal Studios Singapore, on 4th
May 2018. It was heart-warming to see the joy on the
clients’ faces as they experienced the attraction’s rides
and shows.

A SPECIAL AFTERNOON WITH
BRIGHT HILL EVERGREEN HOME RESIDENTS

On 9th November 2018, 21 RELC staff volunteers visited Bright Hill Evergreen Home and spent an afternoon with the residents
there. The session began with a short exercise using the “Conductorcise” technique that helped promote motor skills and
movement of the upper limbs. The residents were then entertained with a magic show.
Following the show, the residents had a chance to showcase their ball-balancing skills and their singing talents through the
musical “pass-the-ball” game. Our volunteers had fun singing along with the residents’ favourite songs. A game of “BINGO”
rounded up the afternoon of fun and entertaining activities.
Our volunteers helped to distribute and serve the residents’ dinner of chicken rice, soup, and banana for dessert. Goodie bags
containing towels, biscuits and beverages were given away to the happy residents to mark the end of a well-spent and
meaningful afternoon for all.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
54TH RELC INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AND 5TH ASIA-PACIFIC
LSP & PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE
The upcoming SEAMEO RELC International Conference, which marks its 54th run, will be held from 11 to 13 March 2019.
With the use of the English language in the digital era, the teaching and learning of English today encompasses more
dimensions to its purposes and functions than before, in both educational and social contexts. As such, RELC is partnering
the Asia-Pacific LSP and Professional Communication Association for this conference to offer a platform that brings together
researchers, university lecturers, school teachers, and teacher educators, to discuss and share their best practices and
research findings in language education. In particular, look out for workshops and papers pertaining to English language
teaching, English as a Medium of Instruction, English for Academic Purposes, and English for Specific Purposes.
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