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Celebrating 50 years of
Excellence as the Regional
Language Centre of Choice
An anniversary logo was launched at the start of 2018 to spark off a
year of celebrations for SEAMEO RELC. The logo was adapted from
a winning design submitted for an internal logo design competition
held in April/ May 2017. The logo (pictured below) symbolizes the
enduring mission of SEAMEO RELC in education. As depicted by
the books and pen, it is RELC’s vision to be the leading SEAMEO
Centre in language education for the region, going beyond our 50th
anniversary. The logo will be used for all corporate communications
materials, including the website, brochures and other publications.
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST


SEAMEO RELC started
the year in style



Honouring Dr. Jack
Richards for his
numerous contributions
to language education
in the region.

50 YEARS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING
AND ASSESSMENT: REFLECTIONS, INSIGHTS
AND POSSIBILITIES
53RD RELC INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE:
12-14 MARCH 2018
The 53rd RELC International Conference was the key event of our 50th anniversary
celebrations. The theme “50 Years of English Language Teaching and Assessment–
Reflections, Insights and Possibilities” reflected the pivotal role that RELC has played in
language education for the region for the past 50 years, with an eye on the future where
RELC would continue to fulfil its mission in supporting and strengthening both
language learning and language teacher education in the region and beyond.
The conference provided an international platform for 13 world-renowned invited
speakers and 200 speakers and workshop presenters to share their ideas, research
findings and best classroom practices with one another. 453 speakers and participants
from 28 countries attended the conference.

“ Strong language skills facilitate better communication to enhance
understanding and cooperation among countries and to exchange
information and ideas. These are critical factors for the benefit of every
country in the region.”
Dr. Gatot Priowirjanto
SEAMEO Secretariat Director

The conference began with a 50th
anniversary video presentation
featuring RELC’s milestone events
and achievements over the past 50
years.

Audience at the opening ceremony

The performance by students of Deyi Secondary
School was another highlight of the opening
ceremony.
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Dr. Gatot Priowirjanto, Director of
the SEAMEO Secretariat, officiated
the Opening Ceremony. He
represented the President of the
SEAMEO Council, Minister of
Education and Culture, Indonesia,
Dr. Muhadjir Effendy, and offered his
congratulations and best wishes to
SEAMEO RELC. Dr. Gatot expressed
his heartfelt gratitude to SEAMEO
RELC for tirelessly working on its
mission of developing language
education within the region, and its
continuous efforts to invite wellknown speakers who are leading
experts in linguistics and language
education to share their expertise and
best practices.

Event highlights included:



A special dance performance by
Deyi Secondary School



The launch of RELC’s 50th
Anniversary Commemorative
Book, “Celebrating 50 Years of
Excellence as the Regional
Language Centre of Choice”



A Special Award presentation to
Dr. Jack Richards in recognition
of his 45 years of contribution
and service.

The Opening Ceremony ended on a
high note with a celebratory cakecutting ceremony led by the Director
of SEAMEO Secretariat, RELC
Governing Board Chairman, DGE,
MOE Singapore, and RELC Centre
Director.

From left to right: Mr. Sng Chern Wei (GB Chairman), Ms.
Susan Leong (RELC Centre Director), Dr. Gatot Priowirjanto
(Director, SEAMEO Secretariat) and Mr. Wong Siew Hoong

2018 CONFERENCE FACTS


Even though SEAMEO RELC turns 50 this
year, there were 2 conferences that were

Recognising Dr. Jack Richards

held in these years -1968, 1975 and 1977,
which sums up to 53 conferences in 50
years.

OUR 13 INVITED SPEAKERS THIS
YEAR

DID YOU KNOW?


There was a total of 453 participants this
year, one of the highest in our records.



A significant number of participants came
from Japan.



We also had language experts from
countries such as China, India, Oman and
Qatar, who are keen to learn more from
our region.



In total, this year’s 3-day conference had:
13 key presentations
135 parallel presentations
27 workshops

From left to right (seated)

From left to right (standing)



Professor Alistair Pennycook (Distinguished Professor of
Language, Society and Education, UTS, Australia)



Dr. Amos Paran (Reader in Second Language Education, UCL
Institute of Education, UK)



Professor Ann Mayeda (Associate Professor in TESOL, Konan
Women’s University, Japan)





Professor Kurt Kohn (Emeritus Professor of Applied English
Linguistics at the University of Tuebingen, (Germany)

Professor Christine Goh (Professor of Linguistics and Language
Education in English Language and Literature Academic
Group, National Institute of Education, Singapore)





Dr. Hanan Khalifa (Head of Research and International
Education, Cambridge Assessment)

Professor Anne Burns (Professor in TESOL, School of
Education, UNSW)





Dr. Victoria Clark (Assessment Development Manager for East
Asia, British Council)

Dr. Jack Richards (internationally recognised English language
thought leader and Adjunct Professor, SEAMEO RELC)





Dr. Johanna Motteram (Experienced English language teacher
and English language assessment specialist, British Council)

Professor David Nunan (Emeritus Professor of Applied
Linguistics, University of Hong Kong)



Professor Thomas S.C. Farrell (Professor of Applied Linguistics,
Brock University, Canada)



Assoc. Prof. Jonathan Newton (Associate Professor in the
School of Linguistics and Applied Language Studies (LALS),
Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand)
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OUR WEBSITE
GETS A FACELIFT

GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
50 years is a sign ifican t m ileston e an d is a good
opportunity to document the development of RELC as the
Regional Language Centre of Choice and its evolution through
time. The significant milestones, achievements and highlights
since our establishment
in 1968, are captured in
the commemorative
book.
This book also gives a
better understanding of
our capabilities and the

many programmes we
have developed and
delivered to benefit
language learners and

SEAMEO RELC’s commemorative book is
available for purchase.

teachers from the region and beyond.

The people who have made significant contributions and
dedicated themselves to the organisation were also featured.

OUR VERY OWN
NETS@FLASHPAY CARD
Our website (www.relc.org.sg) was also
given a facelift to commemorate RELC’s
Golden Jubilee. Do visit our Homepage to
see how SEAMEO RELC has developed
through its 50 years of history.

In conjunction with the celebrations, SEAMEO RELC
also designed our very own limited edition
NETS@FlashPay card. The design features an outline
of the RELC Building, a building that has received
recognition from the Singapore National Heritage
Board as a “significant landmark in the education
landscape of Singapore”.

RESEARCH SCHOLARS

The Singapore flag stands out at the front of the
building outline, and the wave design in front of the
building indicates RELC’s unwavering dedication
towards language education.

Dr Hajar Abdul Rahim
Associate Professor, School of Humanities,
Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang, Malaysia
Paper title : Glocalising cultural content for
the English textbook: A study of textbooks in
Malaysia, Singapore and Vietnam

Dr Jessie S. Barrot
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Assistant Director for Research, National
University of Philippines

Paper title : Examining the task complexity
in ELT Course books in the Philippines

This limited edition card is also made available to
all our hotel guests this year

HAPPY BIRTHDAY SEAMEO RELC!

Special highlights for the evening:


cake-cutting



a toast to SEAMEO RELC!

“Golden Jubilee” was the theme of the annual staff dinner held on 19 January, the first event to launch the
year-long celebrations of this milestone year. Organised by the SWSRC, the fun-filled evening had games, a bestdressed competition and a most entertaining performance by a magician, who thrilled the staff with his bag of
tricks. A cake-cutting ceremony was also carried out to mark this joyous occasion. The evening ended with a
toast to SEAMEO RELC for this milestone year and to many more good years to come.
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SCHOLARSHIP COURSES FOR TEACHERS

Advanced Specialist Certificate in Language Assessment
20 Mar –6 Apr 2018

Advanced Specialist Certificate in Language Skills and
Pedagogy (3 Jan—9 Feb 2018)

With our mission as our backdrop, SEAMEO RELC
has been offering scholarships to language educators
from the region since 1969. These courses have
evolved with changing needs over time. In recent
years, SEAMEO RELC has been offering 9 regular
courses for scholars annually, ranging from 3-week
long specialist certificate courses to the year-long MA
TESOL course, targeted at different groups of
language teachers.
Advanced Specialist Certificate in Teaching Reading and Writing
23 Jan—9 Feb 2018

Advanced Specialist Certificate in Teaching Listening and Speaking
3 Jan—19 Jan 2018

In 2018, 9 scholarship courses will be offered. In the
first half of the year, 64 scholarships have been
awarded for the 6 courses that were successfully
conducted.

Specialist Certificate in Teaching English as an International
Language (TEIL)
20 Feb—19 Mar 2018

The Masters of Arts in TESOL programme
[Feb 2018—Feb 2019] is a one-year full-time
programme jointly offered by the Victoria
University of Wellington, New Zealand, and
SEAMEO RELC since 2013. This prestigious
course is taught by renowned researchers,
who generously share their extensive
knowledge, language teaching skills and
research experiences with the participants.

Our upcoming courses (find out more on our website)
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Blended Postgraduate Diploma in Applied Linguistics



The Specialist Certificate in Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL)



Certificate in English Language Teaching-Secondary (CELT-S)

OTHER WORKSHOPS FOR TEACHERS
TITLE: TEACHING ORACY SKILLS TO TEACHERS IN MYANMAR
LOCATION: YANGON, MYANMAR
To better meet the needs of SEAMEO member countries for language education, SEAMEO RELC has collaborated with
the Ministry of Education (MOE) of Myanmar to customize and carry out a one-week course for a group of secondary
school teachers of English. The course aimed to update the participants on the current trends in teaching oracy skills
and to equip them with the necessary skills and techniques to motivate their students in learning and using the spoken
language.
25 teachers were selected by MOE, Myanmar, to benefit from this inaugural one-week course, conducted by Dr Marie
Yeo and Mr Paul Dixon.
The 30-hour course focused on improving the teachers’ own oracy skills and helping them to develop their students’
listening and speaking skills within their existing curriculum. The RELC lecturers designed the course to complement
their textbooks and assessment requirements. Participants were taught different ways of giving feedback for fluency
activities and demonstrated teaching activities to develop fluency. Participants were also tasked to design a lesson that
would develop oracy skills that could subsequently be shared with their peers.
Participants have given positive feedback and shared that they have benefitted from the short course. We hope they
would incorporate some of the skills and strategies learnt to develop themselves further and ultimately benefit their
students.

TITLE: INTRODUCTORY WORKSHOP IN
ASSESSMENT FOR LECTURERS AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF ANDALAS

LOCATION: PADANG, INDONESIA
Our Senior Language Specialist, Dr. Marie Yeo, was invited to conduct a
one-day workshop in Padang, Indonesia. 94 lecturers from the Faculty
of Science and Social Sciences at the Andalas University attended the
workshop which helped the participants to integrate formative
assessment activities into their teaching. The objective of the training
was to enable them to design more practical, reliable, valid and
authentic tests that would benefit their learners.
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TITLE: WORKSHOP ON ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND
COMMUNICATION INSTRUCTION
LOCATION: PHILIPPINES

The Philippine Association for the Career Advancement
of Educators (PACAE), in cooperation with the
Department of Education and the Commission on Higher
Education in the Philippines, invited Dr Alvin Pang, Dean

sessions on the following topics:

Critical Competencies of 21st century learners and
language teachers with reference to Education 4.0

of Training, Research, Assessment & Consultancy, to

Current Trends and Issues in English Language and

conduct an International Seminar-Workshop on English

Communication Teaching

Teaching with the theme “English Language and

English Language Communication and Instruction:

Communication Instruction: Meeting the Needs and

Teaching of macro language skills

Wants of 21st Century Teachers and Students”.
The seminar-workshop was held from 2nd– 4th

Teaching Viewing and Reading of Multi-modal texts

February at the Benitez Hall, Teachers Camp in Baguio

Most of the participants were delighted with the many

City; and between 23rd –25th April at the Oases

practical ‘takeaways’ they had gained from these sessions,

Convention Center at Ritz Hotel in Davao City. A total of

and had stated that they would apply them in their own

700 teachers, school leaders and supervisors benefited

classrooms.

from both these workshops. There were a total of 4

VISIT FROM SEAMEO RECFON
SEAMEO RELC was honoured to host the
Director of SEAMEO RECFON, Dr.
Muchtaruddin Mansyur, and Dr. Aziz Nur
Jati on 8 May 2018 as part of their
benchmarking and partnership programme.
They met up with their GB member from
Singapore and visited the Health Promotion
Board and the Singapore Institute of Clinical
Science. They shared their programmes with
RELC and exchanged ideas with the Centre
Director on how the two centres could work
together.
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www.relc.org.sg

@SeameoRELC

@SeameoRELC

@Seameorelc
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