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As 2019 comes to a close, we are thankful
for another meaningful and exciting year for
SEAMEO RELC. We have had a fruitful year as
we look back at the various activities the Centre
had embarked on.
One of the highlights of the year would
have to be our 54th International Conference in
March, which was held in collaboration with the
Asia-Pacific LSP & Professional Communication
Association. We would also like to congratulate
Ms Joyce Emma Oliverio, for having received the
SEAMEO Service Award at the 50th SEAMEO
Council Conference.
This issue is filled with memories of the
year and we hope you would enjoy reading it as
much as we have enjoyed preparing it for you.
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450 PARTICIPANTS
140 SPEAKERS
10 INVITED SPEAKERS

We held our 54th International Conference, in
collaboration with the Asia-Pacific LSP & Professional
Communication Association, from 11 to 13 March 2019.
The theme for this year's conference was "Teaching
and Learning of English for Academic, Professional and
Other Purposes in the Digital Era“, a topic most relevant
to the current trends in the language teaching and
education field.
10 invited speakers and 140 speakers from the
region and beyond, presented and shared their
invaluable experiences with a total of 450 participants
across the 3-day conference.
List of Invited Speakers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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Dr Rose Clesham, Pearson, United Kingdom
Professor Low Ee Ling, National Institute of Education,
Singapore
Associate Professor Ahmar Mahboob, University of
Sydney, Australia
Dr Johanna Motteram, British Council, Singapore
Professor Catherine Nickerson, Zayed University,
United Arab Emirates

6.

Professor Brian Paltridge, University of Sydney,
Australia
7. Dr Jean Parkinson, Victoria University of Wellington,
New Zealand
8. Professor Dr Bernd Rüschoff, Institute for Anglophone
Studies University Duisburg Essen, Germany
9. Associate Professor Ana Pellicer-Sánchez, UCL
Institute of Education, UOL, United Kingdom
10. Professor Cynthia White, Massey University, New
Zealand

Dr Ton Nu Linh Thoai, our Language
Specialist, represented RELC at the sister
seminar of our International Conference
organized by Chulalongkorn University
Language Institute (CULI) on 15 March 2019,
in Bangkok, Thailand.
Dr Thoai presented a paper entitled
“ESL Learners and Metacognitive Learning
Strategies in the Digital Era”. In her
presentation, Dr Thoai created awareness of
the challenges ESL teachers faced in the
digital era when technology and smart devices
become easily available to their learners; one
being the lack of interest in learning. She also
put forth suggestions on metacognitive
strategies for learners, in a bid to encourage
self-motivation and autonomy in students' own
learning.

Dr Thoai also represented RELC at the
66 TEFLIN 2019 - International Conference
and English Language Education Expo,
organized by Universitas Negeri Medan,
Indonesia, from 8 to 10 August 2019.
th

Her paper, “Applying Metacognitive
Strategies in ESL Teaching Contexts”,
discussed the importance of metacognitive
strategies in ESL teaching contexts. In
particular, she demonstrated how Bloom’s
Taxonomy could be applied to lessons for
learners of different levels of proficiency.
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Dr Roby Marlina, Language Specialist,
represented RELC at the 58th JACET International
Conference held from 28 to 30 August 2019, at the
Nagoya Institute of Technology, Japan. The theme
was “Beyond ‘Borderless’: English Education in a
Changing Society”.
He presented a research paper entitled,
“Englishes in TESOL Teacher Education
Programme: From the Unequal Englishes
Perspective”. In the presentation, he explored the
discourses of inequality observed in the ways in
which language educators talked about English
language variation.

An English for Professional Purposes Course
for Ministry of Education Officials, Lao PDR

Mr Paul Dixon, Deputy Dean of RELC TRAC, and Dr
Steven Tan, Lecturer, conducted a customized English
learning course in Vientiane, Lao PDR, from 1 to 5 April
2019.
25 officials from the Ministry of Education, Lao PDR,
attended the 5-day English for Professional Purposes
course. The course was designed to improve the
participants’ English communication skills for work purposes.
Employing a holistic approach that combined speciallycrafted materials and hands-on practice, the participants
were able to apply theory into practice.
The Centre Director, Ms Susan Leong, visited the
participants and presided at the Closing ceremony in
Vientiane.
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From 4 to 8 November 2019, Senior
Language Specialist Dr Marie Yeo and
Language Specialist Dr Roby Marlina,
conducted a 5-day workshop at Chung
Yuan Christian University (CYCU), Taiwan.
The workshop, attended by 13
CYCU
lecturers,
focused
on
the
methodologies of using English as a
Medium of Instruction (EMI). Current
approaches in EMI pedagogy were
discussed alongside the principles and
practices of teaching content subjects in
English.

On 15 January 2019, we signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with the
Military Science Academy (MSA) of the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam.
The 5-year MOU facilitated the
movement of cadets and instructors from
MSA
to
attend
English
training
programmes, in addition to the RELC
Conference and other relevant workshops
conducted by RELC.
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The 48th SEAMEO RELC Governing Board Meeting was held from 3 to 4 October
2019. The RELC Management presented the annual report, programmes and activities
undertaken by the Centre in the financial year 2018/2019. This year, we are pleased to
welcome Mr Prasert Tepanart, Deputy Director (Administration and Communication)
from the SEAMEO Secretariat, to join us for the meeting.

An educational site visit to NorthLight School was arranged and our Board
members were very impressed by the school’s programmes for their students that were
well supported by the community. They also enjoyed a visit to The Bicentennial
Experience: From Singapore to Singaporean at Fort Canning Centre, and the Floral
Fantasy attraction at Gardens by the Bay.

6

50th SEAMEO Council Conference 2019
at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

SEAMEO RELC extends our heartiest congratulations and best wishes to HE Dr
Maszlee Malik, Minister of Education, Malaysia, who was recently appointed as the
SEAMEO Council President at the 50th SEAMEO Council Conference 2019. The Council
Conference was held from 22 to 25 July 2019, at the Sunway Hotel Resort and Spa,
Malaysia. HE Dr Maszlee Malik serves as the SEAMEO Council President from 2019 to
2021.

SEAMEO Service Award 2019
HE Dr Maszlee Malik also presented the
SEAMEO Service Awards to 22 staff members of
the SEAMEO Secretariat and SEAMEO Centres at
the 50th SEAMEO Council Conference.
These awards are given as recognition and
appreciation to SEAMEO staff members who
demonstrate a high level of work performance,
innovation,
creativity,
professionalism
and
commitment to SEAMEO. We are delighted to share
that our veteran staff member, Ms Joyce Emma
Oliverio, was awarded with the SEAMEO Service
Award 2019.
Joyce has shown true dedication and
exemplary work at RELC for more than three
decades. We hope that her dedicated service and
learning spirit will continue to burn bright and inspire
all staff members at our Centre. We extend our
warmest congratulations to Joyce for her well
deserved SEAMEO Service Award.
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RELC was honored to host the visit by HE Prof Dr Muhadjir Effendy, Minister of Education
and Culture, Indonesia and SEAMEO Council President (2017-2019) on 20 June 2019. His
Excellency was accompanied by officials from the Indonesian Ministry of Education and Culture,
including Dr Didik Suhardi, Secretary General, Dr Hilmar Farid, Director General for Culture,
and Prof Emi Emilia, Head of Center for Development of Language Strategy and Diplomacy. Dr
Ethel Agnes P Valenzuela, Director of the SEAMEO Secretariat, also joined us for the visit.
Our Language Specialists shared various best practices of teaching English to Speakers
of Other Languages, as well as the usage of English as a Medium of Instruction in the
classroom. We also exchanged ideas with the delegates and the visit was a valuable learning
experience for all involved.

Visit by Ateneo de Naga University
On 28 March 2019, RELC welcomed a group
of 12 faculty members from the Literature and
Language Studies Department of Ateneo de Naga
University, Philippines, for a benchmarking session
during their 4-day visit to Singapore.
At the session, we shared our teacher training programmes
and resources available.
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On 26 March 2019, RELC hosted
visitors from the Department of Education of
Taipei City Government. The delegation of
20 was led by Mr Zeng Canjin,
Commissioner of the Department of
Education, Taipei City Government. Among
them were officials from the Department of
Education, primary school principals and
primary school educators.

RELC was invited by Dipont Education to
conduct a feasibility study in Shanghai, China, to
help identify their teacher training needs and how
we can improve the skills of their bilingual
teachers in delivering subject content.
The Centre Director, Ms Susan Leong, and
two RELC staff visited Nanwai King’s College
School on 22 and 23 October 2019, to observe
classes and speak to the key personnel. The
RELC team also met with the key personnel from
Shanghai Hua Er Kunshan International School at
their office on 24 October 2019.
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RELC’s Service to the Community

In collaboration with Food from the Heart (FFTH), the RELC SWSRC team organized a
collection drive for the underprivileged in Singapore. This is our second collaboration with FFTH
and the items collected include canned and non-perishable food items. These items were
donated to FFTH on 1 April 2019.
It was heart-warming to see RELC staff banding together to contribute generously and
give back to society.

To promote an environmentally friendly lifestyle, the RELC SWSRC team organized a
collection drive for reusable non-woven or canvas bags over a two-week period.
A total of 85 bags were collected and donated to the Movement for the Intellectually
Disabled of Singapore (MINDS) on 30 October 2019. These bags would be used at the various
thrift stores operated by MINDS to pack customers’ purchases. We hope to encourage the spirit
of reducing, reusing and recycling among our staff through this small gesture.
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Staff Activities

The annual RELC Staff Dinner
was held on 18 January 2019. In the spirit
of the Back to School theme, staff
dressed up in school uniforms and
preppy school-inspired ensemble.
Nostalgic snacks and table-top
games, as well as the photo booth,
provided endless entertainment for the
staff. The SWSRC team also prepared a
short comedic school skit and various
games that filled the room with laughter
and excitement. The Centre Director also
shared the previous year's highlights and
presented the Long Service Awards. The
fun-filled evening ended on a high note,
with lucky winners bringing home
attractive lucky draw prizes.

SEAMEO RELC held an Observance Ceremony on 8 August 2019, the eve of National
Day, to celebrate Singapore’s 54th birthday.
After the ceremony, the staff had fun with a trivia quiz about Singapore that filled the room
with laughter and excitement. The celebration ended with everyone singing along to the year’s
national day song and enjoying a delicious spread of local cuisine for high tea.
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RELC Publications
RELC published two new
volumes for our New Portfolio Series.
Volume 4 by Ricky Lam focuses on
using portfolios to support language
teaching in EFL contexts. With succinct
explanations and illustrations, this book
is an excellent resource for teachers
who aspire to upgrade their pedagogy
with portfolios.
Volume 5 by Marie Yeo &
Marilyn Lewis offers evidence-based
ideas to help teachers transit from
being a teacher to an effective trainer.
Both volumes are now available for purchase at the RELC Library and through mail orders.
For enquiries, please email library@relc.org.sg or call +65 68857822.

Upcoming Event

The upcoming SEAMEO RELC International Conference, which marks its 55 th run,
will be held from 16 to 18 March 2020.
The educational landscape is always changing in tandem with new technologies and
learning systems, research-informed practice, and innovative approaches to teaching and
learning. RELC aims to bring together language educators, classroom practitioners,
researchers, school leaders and policy makers to review, re-calibrate and re-align new
standards, strategies, and learning systems to bring about long-lasting, sustainable learning
outcomes for language learners.
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