In February 2009, RELC was awarded the right to conduct 40-hr English Communication Skills
Courses for Child Care Centre Teachers under a scheme with the Ministry of Community
Development, Youth and Sports (MCYS). This project aims to upgrade the language skills of
those working with very young children, and our course addresses both the classroom language
needs of such teachers and helps prepare them for the English Communication Skills Test.
Throughout this highly practical and relevant course, examples and tasks reflect those
encountered by child care teachers in their working lives and help them become more confident
and capable communicators.
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Our friendly and experienced lecturer:
to welcoming you to our courses

Lecturer, Mrs Patricia Wiséens to a query
Next Course dates are:

April 28-June 9  Tues & Thurs 5.30 - 8.30 PM
Deadline to register : 20 Apr 09

May 20- Aug12 Wed 6.00 - 9.00 PM

Deadline to register : 12 May 09

June 23-Sep 15 Tues 5.30 - 8.30 PM

Deadline to register : 15 Jun 09

July 8 - Aug 19 Wed 6.00 - 9.00 PM
Sat 2.30 -5.30 PM

Deadline to register : 30 Jun 09

Aug 17 - Sept28 Mon & Fri 5.30 -8.30 PM
Deadline to register : 11 Aug 09

Information on the forthcoming courses and registration details are available
at our website www.relc.org.sg/Special%20Projects/ECSC.html



RELC conducted a Chinese Enrichment Programme for a total of 193 students in Primary 3, 4
and 5 at Hong Wen School in October and November 2008.

Primary 3 and 4 students learnt fundamental writing skills in written expression to further improve
their writing of picture compositions. The main focus of the course was on sharpening students’
composition skills.

After the development of higher level writing skills, the Primary 5 students were required to apply
what they had learnt to writing both picture composition and narrative essay. Special focus was
on preparing students for the PSLE examination.

The students really enjoyed their classes and made the following comments in feedback:
Please note that students’ comments are unedited.

“Those new skills that | learn is useful for me.”

“It is very interesting and we know what mistake we make. We will also change and not
to make the mistake that | had ever make.”

“Helped us improve our composition and writing skills.”

“Itis interesting and we know how to write a better compo.”

“Help me improve and score in writing.”

“Improves my Chinese writing skills tremendously.”

“Teaches us things that our school does not.”

After the course, the best written essay for each student was selected and placed on Hong Wen
School's website so that students, teachers and parents, could view every student's best
contribution.

The students’ work can be accessed at

URL: http://www.hongwenyuandi.net/zwkjz.php
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An introduction to the National Institute of Education (NIE)
Entrance Proficiency Test (EPT)

A teacher should possess the relevant skills and knowledge to facilitate learning, be able to
articulate ideas clearly, speak fluently and intelligibly, and express them in formal, written
language. He has to be able to listen for gist and details, draw inferences, and organize his
thoughts. It is important to ensure that only the most suitable candidates are admitted into the

teaching profession.

Candidates reporting for the recent English EPT

Candidates who apply to undergo teacher
training at NIE need to sit for and pass the
relevant language EPT, unless they have
been exempted. Those applying to teach
English medium subjects will take the
English EPT, while the others specializing in
Mother Tongue Language (MTL) must also
clear their English EPT in addition to their
relevant Mother Tongue EPT (Chinese,
Malay or Tamil) unless exempted.

As the administrator for the National Institute of
Education (NIE) Entrance Proficiency Test (EPT)
since 2000, RELC Examinations Bureau (RELC
EB) has been helping the nation ensure that only
the best people get to educate our next
generation. Besides managing the testing process
and environment, we also register the candidates,
organize the collection and marking of scripts,
and finally process and notify candidates of the
results. Apart from the scoring of the oral, essay
and some other written components, the entire
process takes place within RELC.
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For the Oral Paper, candidates are given five
minutes to read the passage and prepare for the
topic to be answered later

The EPT consists of two papers, Oral and Written. The Oral Paper is conducted at an audio-
recording station, where candidates read aloud a passage and talk for two minutes (three for

Malay) on a given topic.

Candidates in action at the audio recording stations
during the Oral Paper

s
Atthe central control console for the Oral Paper,
the tester records the candidates’ responses and
monitors the technical quality of the recording.




The Written Paper for English consists of Listening Comprehension and multiple-choice
questions (MCQ) test on Grammar, Vocabulary, and Language in Context. The format for the
Mother Tongue written tests (Malay, Chinese and Tamil) is similar, except that candidates are
also required to write a short essay and fill in the blanks.

Candidates waiting for the start of the Written
Paper
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An introduction to the Ministry of Education (MOE)'s Chinese Oral Proficiency Test (COPT) and
Malay Oral Proficiency Test (MOPT)

“Apa ini?”
“What are you saying?”

Ever wished you knew what your friends and colleagues were saying in Mandarin or Malay? How
about wanting to express yourself better in the other person’s language? Have you had trouble
understanding another culture because you do not speak the language?

As part of an overall strategy to prepare Singaporeans for a multilingual globalized world, the
Ministry of Education, Singapore (MOE) is offering both Conversational Malay and Chinese as
enrichment language programmes at all levels of education.

RELC Examinations Bureau (RELC EB) helps secondary students assess and track their
progress by administering the Chinese Oral Proficiency Test (COPT) and Malay Oral Proficiency
Test (MOPT). We manage the testing process, organize the collection and scoring of the audio
recordings, and send out the certificates to successful candidates. Interested secondary school
students who sign up are assessed at the Elementary, Intermediate and Advanced levels. First
held in November 2008, the second Elementary MOPT and COPT tests will be held in June 2009,
along with the first tests for the Intermediate and Advanced levels.

The software and assessment framework for MOPT and COPT are developed by RELC Training,
Research, Assessment & Consultancy (RELC TRAC Department). The aim is to provide a
reliable and practical indicator of the student's competence to converse effectively and
appropriately in real life situations. Those who pass the test are awarded the Oral Proficiency
Award for Conversational Chinese/Malay at the corresponding level.

At the elementary level, the MOPT & COPT is a computer-based test conducted in a language or
computer laboratory. All test instructions and speaking situations are given in both English and
Malay/Chinese through computer software. Students have to respond in the language tested
during timed pauses throughout the oral test. All responses are automatically audio-recorded.
The assessment at the Intermediate and Advanced levels are structured as face-to-face
interviews.

. . . Field test for Intermediate COPT at
Tester engages a candidate in conversation to Clementi Town Secondarv School

put her atease

The MOPT and COPT are taken by candidates of
all races
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In response to requests by course members to bagerl opening hours, the RELC Library extended its
opening hours till 9pm on Tuesdays in November 200 time period was determined through a survey
conducted among course participants. However, udageg the extended hours was pretty low, so & wa

decided that the Library continue its extended $awen there was greater demand.

With further requests by course members and afteswdtation with course members on when they would
actually use the Library, it was decided that thierdry open till 7pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays with
effect from 13 January 2009. Regular users of tibeaky during the extended hours include the Hainan
and Thai teachers who were attending courses hdme.course 414 (Specialist Certificate Course on
Language Curriculum and Materials Development)igipdnts were also active during the extended hours

The Library will continue to open for extended h®as long as demand remains strong.



Congratulations to the Staff of RELC International Hotel who received the Gold and Silver
Excellent Service Awards 2008 organized by Singapore Hotel Association.

The Gold Awardees are:

Lim Sam Phek (Room Attendant) — 2" left
Saleha Ariffin (Room Attendant) — 3" right
Ramlah Sulaiman (Room Attendant) — 2" right
Teo Beng Guek (Room Attendant) — right

The Silver Awardees are:
Rukiah Ahmad (Room Attendant) — left
Neo Wei Fei Eric (Front Office Assistant) — centre




